Mangrove Trees
A Mangrove is tropical marine tree or shrub of the genus Rhizhopora. Mangroves have special aerial roots and salt-ﬁltering tap roots that enable them to thrive in brackish water (brackish water is salty, but not as salty as sea water).
There are several species of mangrove trees found all over the world. Some prefer more salinity, while others like to be very close to large fresh water source (such as a river). Some prefer areas that are sheltered from waves. Some species have their roots covered with sea water everyday during high tide. Other species grow on dry land, but are still part of the ecosystem.
Mangroves need to keep their trunk and leaves above the surface of water. Yet they also need to be firmly attached to the ground so they are not moved by waves. There are three types of mangrove roots that play an important role for it:
1) support roots which directly pierce the soil.
2) level-growing roots which twist upwards and downwards, with the upward twists emerging on the water surface.
3) Level growing roots whose downward twist (sub-roots) appear on the water surface. Any part of a root that appears above the water ﬂows oxygen to the plant under water surface. As the soil begins to build up, these roots produce additional roots that become embedded in the soil.
1. The main idea of the text is...
A. Mangroves grow on dry land
B. Mangroves are tropical marine trees
C. There are any species of mangroves
D. Mangrove roots filter the salt of the sea-water
E. Mangrove roots are attached firmly to the ground
2. We can conclude that most mangrove trees…
A. need salt to grow
B. grow on dry land.
C. grow on sheltered areas.
D. get oxygen from the water.
E. grow near fresh water sources
3. In order to grow well mangroves require the following, EXCEPT...
A. The roots twist upwards and downwards.
B. The trunk should be above the water surface
C. The leaves should be above the water surface.
D. D. The trees should be firmly attached to the ground.
E. The parts of the plant under the water should have enough salt.
A yak is a wild ox of Asia. It inhabits the cold, dry plateaus of Tibet, often more than 4.870 meters above the sea level. 
Adult male yaks grow to an average height of two meters at the shoulder, all weigh about 1000 kg and the females weigh a third of that.
A yak is covered with long and shaggy hair. It has a dense undercoat of soft, close matted hair. Wild yaks can be brown or black, and both males and females have horns. Wild yaks secrete a special sticky substance in their sweat that helps keep their under-hair matted. This substance is also used in traditional Nepalese medicine.
The indigenous tribes of the Tibetan plateaus have domesticated the yaks for many years. They rely heavily on them for transportation and as pack animals because they are very strong and able to maneuver along dangerous ice and snow-covered land.
The domesticated yaks are also important to farmers as it is used to plough fields. Its meat and milk are widely consumed. The soft hair is used to make clothes. Saddles, whips, boots, and other articles are made from the hide. The bushy tail is used as fly chaser at ceremonial processions in India.
4. According to the text, we know that…
A. wild yaks have sweat on their hair
B. male yaks are twice bigger than females
C. wild yaks are unable to live on snow covered land
D. the color of wild yaks can be black, grey and brown
E. sticky substances in yaks sweat is useful for traditional medicine
5. Having…… help(s) the yak to adopt itself to the cold.
A. a special sticky substance
B. abundant of milk and thick hide
C. great strength and heavy weight
D. a dense close matted hair undercoat
E. ability to maneuver the snow covered land
6. What is the main idea of the fifth paragraph?
A. The yak likes to hide.
B. The farmers drink milk.
C. The yak is very advantageous to mankind.
D. Farmers domesticate the yaks for its meat.
E. A fly chaser is used in ceremonial processions.
F. Let’s Make the City Clean and Fresh
G. A clean and fresh city will surely make the inhabitants healthy. Every morning especially in dry season, all roads must be watered with clean water and swept by the workers of regional government under the mayor’s instruction.
H. To protect people from heavy pollution caused by cars, trucks and motorcycles, enough trees must be planted along the roads. Every building or house in the city must be surrounded by short and small trees which bear colorful flowers.
I. Bad and improper habits which cause disadvantages, such as smoking and throwing rubbish anywhere should be stopped at once.
J. The city Mayor will have to think over the way to educate people, so they realize how important cleanliness and health are. More public lavatories are badly needed.
K. It will be wise if the city mayor decides a certain amount of fine to be paid by those who break the government regulation on cleanliness matter. For example, a man who urinates not at a lavatory, smokes not at a smoking room or throws rubbish at the roads should be fined. Besides dirtying the environment with cigarettes’ butts, smoking will also cause pollution and bad lung diseases to other people.
So, bad habits and impolite attitude should be immediately stopped, otherwise the city will be dirty, unhealthy, badly polluted and will never attract foreign and domestic tourists as well.
7. The writer suggests that the city inhabitants…..to protect people from pollution caused by cars.
A. plant trees
B. stop smoking
C. urinate at the lavatory
D. throw rubbish at the road
E. smoke at the smoking room
8. What is the main idea of paragraph five?
A. People should urinate at a lavatory.
B. People should smoke at a smoking area.
C. Smoking cigarettes can cause lung cancer.
D. People should throw rubbish into a trash can.
E. People breaking the government’s regulation should pay fine.
9. Based on the text, we can conclude that…
A. being clean and fresh is good
B. the city mayor issue a regulation
C. smoking and littering should be stopped
D. bad habits and impolite attitude cause a bad impact
E. lavatory can be found easily in public places in the city
Maura, who liked to be thought of as the most beautiful and powerful queen of Arabia, had many suitors. One by one she discarded them, until her list was reduced to just three sheiks, all equally young and handsome, rich and strong. It was very hard to decide who would be the best of them.
One evening, Maura disguised herself and went to the camp of the three sheiks, as they were about to have dinner, and asked them for something to eat. The first gave her same leftover food; the second gave her some unappetizing camel's tail; the third sheik, who was called Hakim, offered her some of the most tender and tasty meat. After dinner, the disguised queen left the sheiks’ camp.
The following day the queen invited the three sheiks to dinner at her palace. She ordered her servants to give each one exactly what they had given her the evening before. Hakim, who received a plate of delicious meat, refused to eat it if the other two could not share it with him, and this act finally convinced Queen Maura that he was the man for her.
“Without question, Hakim is the most generous of you," she announced her choice to the sheiks. “So it is Hakim l will marry."
10. The three sheiks were not...
A. rich 			D. gloomy
B. young 		E. handsome
C. strong
11. Which statement is TRUE about the queen?
A. The queen was the most powerful queen in Africa.
B. The queen was very proud of her beauty and riches.
C. The queen herself served the sheiks with delicious food.
D. The queen was very careful in deciding whom she would Mary.
E. The queen was very satisfied with the food given by sheiks.
12. She Queen ordered her servants to give the sheiks the same kind of food she got from them the evening before because...
A. she wanted to entertain her guests
B. she wanted to test the sheiks's taste
C. she wanted to see the sheiks’s reactions.
D. she wanted to make a joke of the sheiks
E. she wanted to repay the sheiks kindness
13. The main idea of paragraph three is..
A. Hakim was an unselfish person.
B. Hakim was served with succulent meat.
C. Hakim was satisfied with the food served.
D. Hakim wanted to share the food with the sheiks.
E. Hakim had made the queen find the resolution of her problem.
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